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5. Iris lawful for the Saints to Cheat 
# the VVitked. © 


SS the Saints are Innumerable, ſo their Pri- 
y viledges are Infinite : The -Stars of the 
Skie may be told; in counting the Sands 
of the Sea, or the Duſt of the Field, we 
oY: may come to one that is Laſt 3 the Ocean 
=== has its Bounds, but the pretended Saints 
| Priviledges are beyond Meaſure, they 
- arc Boundleſls. There is no State, no Power, no Law, can 
Rule them, bur like the Wind which Blows where it liſt- 
eth, they are freed from all Control, and fubje& ronothing 
but the DireRory of their own Will and Appetite. 
-'\This4sthe Compaſs by which they Steer,this is the Hand 
whidh-ſhews'the Time, letthe Sun of Truth ſay what it will 
The Infalibiftty of the Pope is mach talked of, the very a 
tive of the Grand Sultan is very High and Imperious, 
the Saints Priviledge is Elevated above them all ; and was 
-> it lawful] to ſay,” that it always went aſtray, yet may we be 
aſſured, it never Errs, 'tis neverout oth' ways ' 7 - + +0.) 
The Sairits Priviledge cannot be 'perfelyi Defined, for 
there is nothing more General,its Eflence cannot be known: 
Only this we can ſay, that the Saints Piiviledg, is the Sain 
Priviledge. f£iith 
But that you tnay have ſome Hints of this Metaphyſical 
ſuperſtitious accident, -I will deſcribe it (although imper- 
feetly). yer as plainly as its Nature will afford. 
A Some 


[a] 


Somederive the word Priviledge from Lex & Private, 


Lk 


| ex, Private, kowipi irregate; a Private 
SIORFTRk debts = if che Sine Pre 


viledpe(tharilgWar Priviledge) we are to/handle, as moſt 
Mb a PRine tothe Saint, T ſhall derive'"the word 


from Lex & Privatio, and fo define it to be Legis Privatio z 
a Privation,;and taking away of the' Law, for it istherefore- 


called Priviledge, becauſe it- Exemptstherh from the Power 


of the Law.and divides they ffom the common. Condition. 


of Mankind. 

And here Taty prevented of parting and diſtributing this 
general thanp, Prtiviledge;:mnto theſeveralſorts; for Tam fak 
knamo the Mouth of Diyifioen before I was awarg, Tamfal- 
len qpiongſt the Saints, ; and, upon their Priviledge,. which 


is {0 proper: to.them.; that as that Diſtingutſhes them from. 
all the People of the World, ſo they diſtinguiſh that from: 


other-forts of Priviledges, -and both-of them'together, 

zur,” Divide, and Mangle-the whole Univerſe into Parties, 
Sets; and Factians: 7 i, WRITE 

This:Saintly ' Priviledge-helongs-to thoſe Mep who are 


commonly, :called Seperatiſts, Phanaticks, &c, | Theſe: aye: 
thoſe Aedy/a's: Heads, on which grow. many) Snakes, ($er-- 


pPtnts; ht ere fall of Vegon,, and yet: have. Jovely.(Flat- 
Des ings, fach.as wogld Deceive Eve again; if -ſhe 
Livedin Paradiſe and do beguile her Progeny, at this day, 
devauamng VWiddows Houſes, eyen with their long Prayers, 
ant by Groans and /Whinings, delude. the Multitude, as 
Mahomet did with Fits. ; A formof-Godlineſs they have,but 
their Hlearts are full-of Impiecties, their Minds fall of Trea- 
fons.and Rebelkon,. their Hands full of Rapine,. Blood, 
Murthers: and Regicides; witneſs the Tragedy of the late 

Times. | 
- But not- to-Deſcribe them-only by the Habits of their 
Minds, whereſoever you ſce/a/ man; exalted in a Meeting- 
Houſe, doing penance um the ſurface of a White Cap, en- 
viron d 
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viton'd with an Aſſenibly-Cloak;| or 'a Frize: Coat, which 
helps'in ftqd'df NE — d:timiy, by pulling 
forwards the Cozt, firſt on one Shn nds Woes 
whilſt the more unwilling Matter, - which ſticks below, is 
pull'd up, andbrought to Utterance:: Whereſdever you ſee 
one thus Clad, Whining and: Groaning as:if het:aboured 
for Life; the poſture of hisEyes'm one Extream or.othet, 
either turning up'the Whites to Amize: and 'Atfiight the 
Spectators; or ſhutting of them cloſe,” as aſhamed of himſelf, 
the Place and Company. This is one. of thoſe Wolves in 
SheepsCloathing : This: is the Sounding Braſs and Tinklmg 
Cymbal: This 1s one of | the Adders which Growson the 
Heat I' mentioned before; and the Subject:ro which - rhe 
Saints Priviledge' doth appertain. ' of 

You may meet theſe Serpents Crawling up and down in 
other Shapes, differing from the former, ſome with Beads in 
their Hands, others with no Superſtitious Relicks Tle affure 

70u 3 no, not ſo much as& Hatband on their 'Hats, or a Ri- 

nd on the lower Covering of the outward Man ; a Fry 
whoſe Lenten Faces ſhew they were Spawned of Shotten 
Herrings, and meet together only to 'compare - Uncouth 
Looks. There are many more,” which I forbear to Enume- 
rate, reſerving them for another place; and:{6 I paſs from 
the Unuclean Cage where this Bird (the Saints Priviledge ) 
Rouſts, and come to its Object, about which at is Imployed, 
and the end for which it is uftd, as -alſo the Principles 
from which it moves. '4 4.13 ban 

The chief Uſe of this Priviledge is, to compaſ$ and'brin 
about the Deſigns of the Saint: His Defigns are "tw: 
namely. Profit and Honour ; Avarice prompts him toiInrich 
himſelf, and Pride puts him upon ſeeking Reputation inthe 
World.z be loves tor be Admired, and+ Fiteemed amongſt 
the Brethren,as.aprecidus Heavenly minded man; but avrhe 
mean time he Aims at Worldly/Intereft,-and hg Obtaining 
ſome Benefit to:hunſelf :- And - accomphth this, what bet- 
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[43 
er Courſe eauhetake then Satari-thd when he firſt (empttel 
md, thavis Allure them with the difcerning Knowledg 
of Good:and:Evil 5 andhere he muſt! Teach: them! what is 
.Goed.,and what is Evil: 'He is Good, and therefore muſt be 
followed; others are Evil, and therefore muft be ayoided, 
and; when: he has perſwaded' the filly Maltitade into this 
Belief;:4hen he is 11 't0- baye a fruitful Harveſt, and his 
Barns Gll'd with: a-plentiful Crop, and his. Projects will go 
on ſucceſsfully; but in this Carreer he will meet with many 
Obſtructions; many. Laws will oppoſe lum, Religion will 
hinder thim; the' Settled Goyernment: of molt. States and 
Kingdoms: will Thwarthim'z whetefore to clear the way, 
and overthrow Laws, Religion and — he mult th 
to the Saints Priviledg, which being Skiltully managed, will 
procure: lis Hearts deſire. 

Befote'the Apparition of this Harpy, was the Time Men 
call the' Golden Age; Religion was then Imbraced for- its 
own fake, not-to cover other Deſigns; Mer ſtrove to:be 
Religious indeed, rather then to be thought ſo: The com- 
mon Concern of all was toy ſerve Heaven, and love one ano- 
ther : Such! ſach; was the Uniformity of that Age, Peace 
and Plenty kiſſed cach other, and Univerſal. Obedience: to 
the; Laws; made:the- Governours happy, and. the Subjects 
bleſſed. But: when this Saints Pnviledg ſtarted up, Ten 
Thoufand Miſchiefs did accompany it, Pride, Enwvie, Strife, 
Covetuouſneſs, and innumerable other Sins were its Life- 
Guard; thence followed Faftion, Schiſm, Treaſon,'Rebel- 
_ hon, Murther of Princes, i Deſtruction of Religion, :Laws, 
States, and Kingdonts. 11%. As 20 20001 4; 
._ As Lacijers-ambition cauſed him to. attempt the. Dethro- 
ning of God Almighty, fothis Saints Priviledg makes them 
ſettheir Mouths againſt Dommion,-and: ſpeak evil of Dig- 
{idn Picty perſwade them Otherwiſe, --; --1// 3 

Thus bave we, ſo briefly as we could, Repreſented to you 


the 
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the Saints Priviledg, whereof we mtend to ſpeak 3 and al- 

h this Priviledg is manifold, as you haye already 
heard, yet at this time we will only take a Branch of it, 
which is that contained in the Text, namely, 


It is lawful for the Saints to Cheat the Wicked, 


In which words, obſerve with me Four Things : Firſt the 
A&, namely, To Cheat. Secondly, The AQors, which are 
The Saints. Thirdly, The Patient, or Obje@ of this AQi- 
on, namely, The Wicked. And Fourthly, The Quality of 
the Act, that is, Lawful: It is lawful for the Saints to Cheat 
#he Wicked. 

And firſt of the Aﬀ, To Cheat: Cheat is a word of a 
hrge Signification, it comprehends all Sin, and extends to 
all Vitious Actions ; there are many words. Equivalent to 
this, and are uſed inthe ſame ſenſe, as tor Defraud, Cozen; 
Deceive, Delude, Over-rcach, Beguile, Betray; and the 
like; and of Afﬀrinity with theſe,are Deceirs, Covin, Fraud; 
Deluſion, Treachery, -Impoſture, Hypocrifie, ec. And 
from hence Knaves,” Impoltors, Traytors, Deceivers, Hy- 
pocrites, Dillemblers, &c. receive Denomination'z and all 
theſe agree with our Saint in the Text. | 
- Cheating is the chief Inſtrument of the Devil, and the 
Engin by which he brings about his greateſt Works, by this 
he brought Deſtruction upon! Mankind, beguiling our firſt 
Parents with his Inſinuating Flatteries, fubtilly raking upon 
him the form' of a Glittering” Serpent; 'firſt 'catching/the 
Eye, our Senfes, that thereby he- mighthave Enrance, to 
lay hold upon our ſouls. BEL v0: KL... | 

Oh} how prevalent are: ſubtle Flatteries, eſpecially thoſe 
which come with ſuch ſpecious pretences, / as this Serpents 
did: Tea, hath God ſaid, ye bg of every Tree'of tht 
Gerdeir.? Doth. he (ay thatit you doz ye ſhall ſurely die? 
I tellyou, nay, ye ſhall not die, For God doth. krow tbat * 


[6] 

the day ye Ext thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be opened, and 1 
Watdrar Ont knowing Goodl and Evil. 1 (ay, how ed tf 
tent and wrrefiſtable are ich plauſible Temptations! other- 
wiſe, methinks the Commands of the great Creator,\o new- 
ly Impoſed, immediatdly after the Creation, might have 
Dete&rred the: Creature from fin; the fear of Death, one 
would think, might have reſtrained the Appetite, let the 
Object havebeen never ſo defirable;ſurely the poſture of the 
Serpents Turning and Twining,ſcenung to go one way and 
another, but im truth gocs neithcr,might have made them (uf 
pet himy No, Knowledge, and to be as Gods,, are ſuch 
Temptations,” that Innocency it (elf cannor reſiſt them. 

Wherefore our Saint taking pattern from the great Des» 
eciver, forms all his Impoſtures and Deluſions, in the ſame 
Mold that Satan did his, and ſets before the People the 
Temptations of Knowledge, Religion, the (pirit of Light, 
to.be as Gods, Liberty, Freedom, ec. telling them that if 
they follow, him, and doas he directs, their Eyes ſhall be 
opened, .;and:they (hall know themſelves to be the only pre- 
cxous choſen people of God, freed from the ſpots and defile- 
ments of the World, freed from the powers of the Earth, 
and fromthe Obligation of Laws, either of the Churchor 
State, whilſt in the mean time,they make Room for Rebelli- 
on; [and Implicitly teach their Followers to diſobey the Al- 
mighty and his Vice-gerents. 
© For which purpoſe there muſt be (and is already pub- 
liſhed) a new Book -of Ethicks, to teach the VVorld to 
break-Laws with a good Conſcience ; wherein it is Aſſerts. 
ed, that penal Laws may be broken, aud that by.the Intent 
of the Law-Maker, who impoſes a Mult or penalty upon 
the Offender, and thereby commutes the Obedience for 
the Penalty. ; Excellent Dottrine ! and I doubrmoribut it 
wull be well Improved 31 better cannot! be Expefted from'a 
Tavern, Ale-bouſe, or Meeting-houte, whero{penal Laws 
are:daily brokeh ; But fiucly though the Law be fo in his 


Con- 
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Conſcience, who is a notorious Offender, - and muſt; uſe 
Clouts to:wrap up the Sores. of his Conſcience; yet other 
men obey the Law, and are ſubject to every Ordinance of 
Man for Con(cience-ſake, and do not wiltully offend that 
they might pay the Penalty, but think the Law is Obligato- 
ry in Conſcience, and the Penalty 1s added by way of Ag+ 
gravation, to Deter men from the Offence : For if the Jn+ 
tent of the Law-giver was not to have fincere Obedience, 
his Laws would be rather Tricks to get Money, then In- 
ſtruments for the better Ordering and Governing $o+ 


Cietics. 
And if Obedience be Due in this manner to Laws (8 


* without all doubt it 1s) and the Scripture injoyns us to be 


ſubje& to them: How dare we obſtinately and reſolutely 
Diſobey them? How dare we meet in Conventicles, which 
is forbidden by the Law, being found by ſad Experience 
dangerousto the State, and the occaſion of Strife and Di- 
viſion; thoſe deſtruftives of Humane Society ?. How. dare 
we?2: Why, I muſt appeal to- our Saint inthe. Text,. who 
has an Anſwer ready prepared for him by his-great Maſter 
who, asT have already ſhewed you: Preached,. Tea, hath 
God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat, &c; Sor our Saint, yea; doth 
the Law ſay we ſhallnot meet, ee. I tell you,that you may 
we have a Priviledge in Conſcience,to Tranfgreſs and Break. 
what Laws-we pleaſe: It is lawful for the Saints, &c, 

Here I might Expoſe our Saint to ſhame enough, by; di(+- 
covering his Nakedneſs, and pulling off that Vizard wth 
which he doth deceive the World ; but when I confider that 
tisimpoſiible to Enumerate half his Cheats, , and they are ſq 
frequently Practiſed that every one mects with them, I 
purpoſely forbear a particular Account, referring you tothe 
Hiſtory of the late Times, where they (warm... 

And inſtead of a Catalogue, I preſent you with a Cha- 
riot, which like Phaeton's, ſets the World on Fire.. This. 
Chariot is the Saints Cheat I now ſpeak of, the Wheels are 


the Ignorance of the People, and the Adnuration they __ 
O 


TS] 

of him: The Horſes that draw this Chariot, are his Pride 
and Covetuouſheſs: Our Saint is the Driver, and a Con- 
yenticle is his Whip. . 

I have ſpoken of the Chariot already, which hasa Stage 
almoſt in every Town of all Countnes, and Travels up and 
down the World, being carried to every thing z by the 
Horſes, Pride and Covetouſheſs: I will now fay ſomewhat 
of the Wheels, Ignorance is a good Wheel, on this the 
Chariot runs witty; where the People are Learned, the 
Chariot moves (lowly, Letters are like Clogs, and good 
 Rudiments are ſuch a Burthen, that it cannot ſtir ; where 
men are well Educated in the Prinicples of Religion, our 
Saints' Cheat can hardly paſs, but amongſt the Ignorant it 
runs poſt. And this Wheell has a good Fellow, namely, the 
Adnuration which the People have for our Saint, for when 
he has once Inſinuated himſelf into them, ſo that they have 
a good Opinion of him and Admire him, then the Chariot 
gets ground, and flies merrily ; then all he ſays is Goſpel, 
and nay, more Authentick then the Goſpel ; for Calzvir 
was ſo Admired by a (you may know him by his 
Speech) that he profeſſed if St. Pau! were Alive, and to 
Preach the ſame hour that Calvin did, he would leave St. 
Part, and go to hear Calvin: You may believe him, for 
Catvins Writings are followed and preferred before St. 
Pauls. Oh biave Wheel! well Greaſed! and Excellently 
vell fitted to the Chariot! 

Of the Horſes, Pride or Covetuouſneſs, I cannot tell 
which Excels. Pride has moſt Mettle, but Covetuouſneſs 
is the ſureſt Drawer. Tobe Applauded for Excellent parts, 
for a Singular man, for a Gifted man, for a Leading man ; 
to be called Rabbi, to be eſtcemed a ſure Guid of Souls, 
a true ſetter of Conſcience, to be Wiſer then thoſe that fol- 
low him; To have Silence made at a Conventicle, and be 
ſet above the reſt by Head and Shoulders ; to have Liberty 
to Speak whar he pleaſes, and that more to rhe Nodifica- 

tion, 


ics att... <a... 
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tion, then '6dification, of the beholders, for they Edifie 
little, 'byt Nod much; I fay theſe preheminences pulf up, 
and'ſomtimes move the chariot briskly, a little pride many 
times induces a great cheat, yet this Horfe is often jaded; 
for although our Saints ambition makes him aſpire above 
Heaven it (elf, yet frequently have I known, when coye- 
touſneſs draws one way , and pride "another, covetu, 
ouſneſs has got the ' better, and went ' away with the 
Chariot: To be head of an Aﬀembly, ſole Teacher, and In- 
ſructer, not ſubje& ro Law or Magiſtrate, is very accepta- 
ble'z/ but a Good Living, . a' Fat Benefice, has made our 
Saint leave them all, and os Subordinate to Legal Authori- 
ty: Nay, this Horſe has been fo ſtrong; that it hath drawn 
the Chariot to $i-10% Magns, to help our Saintin, even by 
one of his Contracts. - 

Covetuouſheſs hath made him Prey upon the Brethren, 
themſelves, he has warmed their Zeal (o hot, by prefling 
the Duty upon them, ' of Raiſing Moriey to Build a Corres 
ticlng Houte, that they have Contributed, and given him 
Money enough to Build one 3 and when he has Built it, he 
has made Uſe of the Houle for himſelf, and turned the Bre- 
thren out ; telling them the Houſe was not ſo Convenient 
as he thought it would have been, and that he knew of 
another Place, much more convenient, for -the Service ; 
and hath wrought upon them ſo, that they have made a 
new Colle&ion, and Built anqther Houſe : And thus our 
Saint has ſerved'[them 'Two of Three times, and Chouſed 
them of Two or Three Houfes one after another. - 

Ah! This Hotſe Covettiouſne(s, is an unruly, Beaſt, h 
draws our Sajnt to all manner "of Viecs, to Lying, Fippo: 
crifie, Falſhltood in Dealing; nay, even. to. the lins of. the 
Fleſh; puny, yea, a tine hath he drawn our Saint t 
his Neghbout's” Wife, and rhete' ſo Kicked and Frisked, 


F 


even upon her, * * 


thathe hath thrown' gur Saitit upon her 3, Ab! threy him ' 
B Truly, 


[19] 

s Horſe | meerned that no f24p can 
Thin neat ou in int, E, reg down A Neigh- 
vs Fees, Eats up tus Gras, and his Corn, is{o;of- 

taken Damage Fefant, that was +. not a ſerviceable 
fore, and very profitable to our Saint, he would not keep 


3 


Bit ut Glo as 1 he Pros the Chariot well, our Saint will 
fot part | on #0, his ye our muſt endure him. 

: One. LY this Horſe has, which makes our Saint high- 
ly prize him,,. ic is an excellent ſtretcher of Conſcience, no 
ars and Fenter- hopks can ſtretch Cloth half ſo-well z take 
him in aMorning whenhe i 1s Freſh, and put himtogur Saints 
;zon(cience, he af draw 1 it {© wide, that 'twall (wallow any 
thin mn 

1:00 given you ar Account of the Horſesz inthe next 
lace, we come to handle the Whip :: And conſidering the 
Horſe appear | 0, be ſo good, {0 Mettleſonr, and ſuch ſure 

AWers, one would think our Saint needed no Whip; 


Yet. a Whip 1s very needful, and that will appear to YOu 11; 


theſe particulars: Tdonot intend toſpeak, any thing in-Diſ- 


paragement of the Horſes; for Lagree there cannot-be Two- 


more ſerviceable Horſes in the World , and werethey in 
an-Ordinary marisſeryice, without all doubt a Whip —_ 
be altogether unneceſſary. But you muſt underſtand, our 
Saint 15.4 very hard Rider, he Drives furioully, Inever met 
himin my 
upon common occaſions he Rides poſt, and” about. Matters 
ore then ordinary, he Rides as Jockges ride. Races; in a 
Furlong and. a Half he leaves the mA that Rides for the 
Midwite above. a F urlongy behind him . Now for ſach a 


Hot-ſpur as this,. you. will a DS A + is: requiſite ; 
But what Whip? Not : any Wy, nbd Whip, it 


muſt hea Whip of many.cords, that - Laſhes; it 
niuſt be a Whip Rook y cd that For nog - Ba 
ſarely a _— of hisown making 1s beſt, and that's-a-Con- 


venticle : 


but that he was above three quarters ſpeed, 


il 


vente! ! For this/has many Cords; - 7 Laſhes, it hath 


Rn and. they ſerve as ſomany Corlls for the Horſe 
Preſs 3-it hith many {Admiters of '6itt *84ifit, and 

=-_ ſerveas ſo" many Laſhes for the other Horfe PHAe; 
Theſe Motives are the Spurs that prick on the Palfeys which 
hurry away the Chariot. Our8aint' is aver {d'Rampant 
as at a Conventicle ; there = Pride Sriorts' and Prances, 
ſpurns at Government, condemnin & and 'contemning” all 
thoſe thar are not of his Way? and ſcornfully trying all 
thoſe'poor' loſt Creatures that' Gainlay a Meeting-Houſe 
Ati poor ſouks ! they live infin, there 1s no hopes of them, 
they know not 'Good from Evil, they are ſtupifred, py: 
have no ſen{e/of the Joy,” and Refreſhments, that we have 
at our Meetings, Oc. 

In! the mean time Covetuouſneſs 'claps his Tail betwixt 
his Legs, lays: his Ears cloſe tothis Head, ' and Leers at the 
Rich and -Weakhy Brethren ! he'pulls' the Charigt hard, 
towards the'Fiſters silver arid Gold Badkins, art! with ſich 
Concupilence;; that ſoitetimes he gets Bodkin, Siſter atid 
all; 

Tis very fit T ſhould now tell you how'our Saint handles 
his Whip, and"iri-doing this, I mitt ſhe you, the "That 
where Policy hath Taughtour Saint'to put the Whi AR: 
Ale-houſe, that'Inn; that'PFavern, is beſt Scittated, - av 
moſt Dexterouſl y contrived that hath a Thorough-fair (as 
tis.called) in it,- for by that conventerice' Cuſtome is gain-. 
ed; f5'cur Sxint, that hath all the Tricks of a Tavern, or: 
Tipli -houſe; kath likewiſe this, -and places his Coriven- 
ticle where thete may be « Common Way or Paffage'tho- 
row it, in hopes thereby to Catch ſome filly Gudgton or 
other, that comes near his Net, ſo Mountebanks gain com- 
pany Arid he well knows' that : many Perſons fall. jnto the 
Looſe Sport of Pidgeoti- meerly fort the occalion 
of paſſing by them: Theretore Nik wonted Craft doth our 
Saint order-his Conventiele. 
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I. follows, ;that 1 accoſt) the -Drjver,: buthe looks. 
E Wh, him, ,q*4 ver. 

being the: ſec Na 11: 

rein: & 45. lawful for the Saints 
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oh 5 him tobe @ne.of xthatParty. But he has aPgivi- 
CUPTCe 

jag he Þ amongſt the Godly z and as one of that Form 


fib-divide thoſe geuexal Heads of Separetifh, Phenetich, &c; 
orts and fiyes, that are 
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whthe World; they will bear down all, that it is the great- 
eſt piece of Piety,and Religion in the World. That which 
js unjuſt inanother mans cafe,” is moſt juſt in theirs. They 
will believe none but the confiding men of their own Party; 
By theſe Marks and many more like them, you may know 
the 82irt meant inthe Text. Ina word, the World is his 
Stage, and he is to-AC the Devils part, a partthat has been 
A_ ever ſince the World began, and will not be Fi- 
niſhed, until the Worlds end. 

From the Actor or Agent, I turn to the Patient, the Per- 
ſons that are- to be Cheated, and thoſe are the Wicked : 
The Wicked ! But who are they? In ſhort, they are alt 
thole that do oppole the Saints, Oppoſe them | In-what > 
In any thing. For if that which doth agree with the $4irts 
is Righteous, then that which doth diſagree with the $4izts 
is Unrightzous 3 hence it proceeds that our $4izt doth and 
may. Rail againſt Government, . againſt the Laws, againſk. 
Princes, againſt Civil and. Eccleſiaſtical Rulers,. for theſe 
Oppoſe the $8airt,and therefore are wicked, yea, very wic- 
ked,and may be Cheated. But the Breakers of penal Laws, 
as the Yintzers. that (ell VVine above the Rates; the Mer- 
chants who ſteal Cuſtoms; they that draw Ale without Li- 
cenſe 3 thoſe that Play at forbidden Games'; they that keep 
Bawdy Houſes, and Conventicles in them : Theſe are not; 
the VVicked intended m the Text, no, they are not VVic- 
ked, they are Friends: Theſe agree _—_ us, with our 
Saint to break Laws; a Tipling Houſe, without Licenſe. 
yea, a Bawdy Houſe, where there is a Meeting, islike un- - 
to, nay, itisa Meeting Houle. 

The Quality of the Act wasthe laſt thing I propounded. 
to ſpeak to, and that appears to'be lawful : 7 is Lawful for 
the Saints, &c. ' Here you muſt underſtand, that there 15 a 
Law written inthe Mind, and a Law;of the Fleſh written in 
the Members :.'Our $4izt is not guided by the firſt Law, but 
by thelatter, viz. The Law of the Fleſh which wars againſt: 

| that 
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that of the Mind, and by this Law, 1t is Lawful for the 
Saints to Cheat, &c. Having Explained the Terms, with 
as-much Brevity, as Perſpicuity would: adime, and ſhewed 
you the ſenſe of the V Vords in the Text, 22z. - Firſt of the 
A&&, and uſe of Cheating. Secondly, who are the 
VVicked. Thirdly, who are the Sarrts ſpoken of in the 
Text. I will now ſend out our $aixt full Cry-into the world; 
with Mouth as wide, . as everany was, at the Bull and Mouth 
by Alderſgate 


It is Lawful for the Saints to Cheat the Wicked. 
I my Beloved, it is lawfu), full of Law, for the 84#»ts to 
Cheat the VVicked; thoſe ungodly VVretches, thoſe Drun- 


kards, thoſe prophane gabbath-breakers, thoſe Adulterers, 


thoſe Enemies, and Perſecutors of the $4ints, that will not 
let the $airts joy Liberty of Conſcience; that deny us the 
comfort of Meeting, Me the comfort of ſpeaking'to you, 
and you the combict of hearing me; Me the comfott 
of. ſeeing you, and you the comfort of beholding me : 
Me, ah me ! that in the Times of Rebellion,. hadfull 
liberty, to ſay, and'ito do, and to teach you to do what 


we liſted; Me! who had not the Biſhops Lawn-fleeves, but 


their Lands. Ah precious Times! VVhen? VVhen, ſhall 
we [ce thoſe Golden days again ? 

In thoſe days I was not accounted a Non-conformiſt, for 
Idid conform toevery thing in Faſhion, to Frey Device 
the prevailing Party (whereof I was chief ) could I 
Conſcience, rhen had no check, no tie, all things, were 
Lawful that were Profitable, and the $a77ts defires, were 
their ſureſt Guides. 

Conſcience had got the Head: and Maſtery of the Laws, 
and-ſome of you (my Beloved) do remember, that a'Bro- 


ther might have another mans Eſtate for askinp': Ah goodly'* 


Times! to be wiſhed, tobe hoped for again, but FHeave the 
ſacceſs to-your Prayets. 
In 


nvent;' 
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; In thoſe days the Text wasnot an Queſtion, butin Pra- 
Qice: No need of a Sermon upon-it,' the wicked: durſt not 
deny, [that the $4i7ts might cheatthemz - their Goody, their 
Lands, yea, their Lives were at the Sairts pleaſure, and you 
know we took them when we pleaſed. 

- Tis unneceffary to remind you by what means we ob- 
tained this —'x otherwiſe you may remember, we did, 
and accompliſhed all, in the Name of the:J,ord, we cried 
out, that Rehgion was in Danger, and (et open the Mouths 
as well of thoſe who underſtood it not, as thoſe who did 
nota Kitchin-wench, not a Groom, not a 8cullion, but that 
could Preach, and although they knew nothing elſe, yet 
could tell in what points true Religion was wronged, .and 
how tomend it. | 

VVe Railed agawaſt the Rulers, and their Government, 
and Bellowed and roared for Liberty, as Hogs a Killing, 
and here we brought mn conſgience to ſqueak, which (o pre- 
vailed, that we Murthered Kings a Princes for con(Ti- 
ence ſake. 

VVe deftroyed the Government of Church and state, 
we Kill'd the 2/4lignants and took away their Eſtates, and 
this is the ſum of the 8aints Priviledge, 

 Andnow my Beloved, is it not Lawful to Cheat them 
that oppoſe this? yea, it is- Lawful ; It is profitable, and 
therefore Lawful. | 

And this ſhall be the only Argument I will uſe at preſent 
to confirm the Text, my g9wn and your Practices ſuflicient- 


- Iy Dluſtrate the truth. | 


One word of Application, and I have done. 


Is it Lawful for the Saints to Cheat the Wicked? Why 
this may ſerve for a uſe of Conſolation, it will comfort us. 
in our greateſt Afflictions, let Poverty do its worſt we have 
a Priviledge, . will help us 3 common Thieves they muſt be 

Hanged 
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Hanged, but we have a Priviledge to Cheat, This will 
fill oar Bellies, 'twill ll our Trunks, twill affiſt our Friends, 
and make Proviſions for our Poſterity. Ah! what a Ble- 
ſing do we mjoy { The Wicked in the Text they are kept 
from it, they muſtnot Cheat : They muſt ſtarverather then 
uſe this Priviltedge they maſt obey the Law, for conſcience- 
ſake, Conſcience gives us Liberty to Dilobey.* They mult 
be fabje&t to Magiſtrates, our Priviledge exempts us. 
Secondly, Is it Lawful for the Saints to cheat, &c. Why 
thenT Exhort you to make uſe of your time, and enjoy this 
Priviledge, whilſt you live, for you cannot have it in ano- 
ther World: Nay, if the Law or Reaſon prevai}, amongſt 
Law-givers, then the Wings of this Priviledge will beclip'd, 
therefore uſe it, whilſt you may, whilſt Faction doth laſt, 
whilſt Sedition is predominant , and brings preferment ; 
That ſo ye may beFurniſhed with the Mammon of Unrigh- 
teoulheſs which will make Friends for you, when ye fall. - 
_ - Thirdly, Is it Lawful (my Beloved) for the Saints to 
cheat the Wicked 2 Why this may ſerve for Exprobation, 
how juſtly may we inviegh againſt the wicked in the Text : 
Thoſe that oppoſe our Right, and deny us this Priviledge, 
I ſay how juſtly may we mviegh agamſt them, as the moſt 
Ungrateful people in the World! In the late Times of Anar- 
ehy,whenthe Saints Priviledge was Exalted,'tis well known, 
that all the wicked had forfeited, all the Rights, Privi- 
ledge, Liberties, Eſtates, and Lives, to us, and yet we, 
merciful men, - fpared them,” we did not take away all, from ' 
all: *Tis true, we Kild ſome Thouſands, we Sequeſtred the 
Malignants, we Recovered the Kings and Biſhops Lands, 
&-c, But what is that to the purpoſe? Are not they Mer- 
ciful and Kind, who, when they niay deſtroy all, ſpare 
ſome? 'And did not we ſpate ſyme when we - had power, 
and'it was lawful for us to Killall > And yet the wicked are 
ungrateful, that they have forgot our Kindneſles, they make 
no-Retaliation, but would if they cquld take away from 
us 
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cnhe uſe. of Corzexticl Ha! my Belaved, what. 
Bk A His are thee &\'q That, would not allow. 
us Ta therty of, Meeting, VVhere we, bave ,an op- 
[= tunity, of comforting one” another, , of caſing our, 


s, ,and our Podics, .and Refreſhing one ane 

Ke we areF ed with the precious, DqGine,.in, the. 
Text, and you hear that, _ many Ot her, h Truth: 
proceed. from my Mouth, as if they Co s VVor 
and Divine Revelations. Ha vile! oy ateful wic- 
ked! that would hinder fuch Mercies, we feldom Pray, 
cr Preach, but that we remember them, in our Prayers 
and, Se1mons, and yet they return us no thanks, lo Uns, 
thankful) and yojid of Grace are the wicked ! 

And ſince I am fallen upen the SubjeR of.Ingratitude,to, 
ſhew our utter diſhke and abhorency of it,I will Reprove 
it even in you, cven in the Saints, that [7 you may be 
without ſpot, . without . blemiſh, You; know. (my. Be- 
oye). that by the. A& of Confirmation, of Miniſters; 
the, wicked were Reſtored to their Benefices, and then 
was]. put. out of a good Parſonage., and if, my con- 
(rignce would have been ſo wicked as to have. cons 


fa) yet could I not have en a, t 

Beat ſo contrary, was..that Fong: | © the probe 

and promotion of -the. Saints. e I | 
my lf to you, and-Incited you, Md Saud] 

a a Miectiig Houſe, and the maintaming of a 

— Miniſter, who ould Ind 
___ of C—_ the wicked 
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_ confidored * our. Extraordinary | La-. 
tg your Praiſe be it-ſpoken). you. Con- 
y,Bountffolly to all: our Wants. and Ne- 
Rat ono Mecti gig have had'a Hun- 
of the! Colletian, for'my , own; ſhare, 
+6f "rhe other. Undertakers, hay: _lke- 
"7Gett | Y 1.0! = by your Drops. 
owe UAH'P "It grieves me''to; pell” you of it; 
| Fears' m my Eyes;,. you, even you, 
ra in, your Payments and. Canri- 
OE. worſe ' then \any other 
| his Conventicle Raiſes - 
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this, that your Defedt hereirr, is a Sign you are Fa 


as it has been, 'tis a Sign _ —— 


be'at an end. Ah! What ſhall I ay? My tes 
Full, my Hearts full. - But farewel, 
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